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SPECIFICATION 

Interna! rear view mirror for motor vehicles 

5 The invention relates to an internal rear view 
mirror for motor vehicles with a dish-shaped 
housing enclosing the mirror, in which the 
housing is attached to the vehicle by a 
bracket or the like and is preferably adjustably 

10 mounted. 

The object of the invention is to construct 
the above mirror in such a way that it may 
serve not just as a mirror but also for other 
advantageous purposes. 

15 To achieve this object in accordance with 
the invention the projecting bottom edge of 
the mirror housing is provided with one or 
more lights, preferably shining downwards, 
which are particularly designed to match the 

20 rounded pad shape of the edge. Accordingly 
the light housing is preferably likewise of a 
rounded pad shape and is shaped flush with 
the pad section of the housing. The light 
housing may be provided with a transparent 

25 member so that the lights may function by 
means of an incandescent bulb. The light 
housing may also be provided with an aper- 
ture so that light is provided by radiation of 
the light beam. 

30 Preferably, the lights are located at the end 
regions of the bottom edge or form these 
regions. Also preferably, the light housing is 
the operating control for the light switch. Fur- 
ther preferably, the light housing forms the 

35 end portion of the pad and is bevelled at the 
distal end. Desirably, a light is provided in 
each end portion of the pad and control units 
and/or indicator units are located between the 
light units. 

40 Further desirably, the pad is at least sub- 
stantially in front of the mirror surface. Also 
desirably the light housing is of substantially 
cylindrical shape and is preferably ridged on 
the outside. 

45 The invention will be further illustrated, by 
way of example, with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an internal 
mirror for a private motor vehicle shown in 

50 diagrammatical form and seen in the direction 
of the mirror; 

Figure 2 is a partial cross-section through 
the mirror according to Fig. 1 taken along the 
line II— II; and 

55 Figure 3 and 4 are perspective views of an 
inside mirror differing from that in Fig. 1, in 
diagrammatical form. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1, housing, constructed 
of impact-resistant plastics material, is con- 

60 nected to the motor vehicle, generally above 
the windscreen, by means of a bracket on its 
rear side. The mounting is therefore adjust- 
able. The upper edge of the housing 1 is pro- 
vided with an indicator 2 and a bellows-like 

65 covering member 3 forming a bridge to the 



motor vehicle. The substantially dish-shaped 
housing 1 serves as a mounting for the mirror 
4. The transverse bottom edge of the housing 
1 is of a rounded pad shape. This pad 6 has 

70 a number of units 8 for operation of the car, 
indication and the like, in the portion which 
projects slightly beyond surface 7 of the mir- 
ror 4 (Fig. 2). 
Lights 9 with incandescent bulbs 10, which 

75 are located in a recess 1 1 of a ridged light 
housing 12 are located at the ends of pad 6. 
The cross-section of this housing 12 is so 
shaped that its external contour corresponds 
to that of pad 6 so that there is an effectively 

80 smooth transition between the pad 6 and the 
housing 12. The position of recess 1 1 can be 
altered by rotating housing 12 so as to alter 
the angle of projection of the light. The light 
can therefore for example be directed at the 

85 dashboard of the vehicle or the lap of the 
driver. 

The switch for the light 9 may be con- 
structed in the form of e.g. a rotary switch in 
the centre of pad 6 which can be operated 
90 e.g. as shown in Fig. 4 by the thumb. The 
rotary switch is labelled 13. A particularly sim- 
ple switch for light 9 is achieved if switching 
on and off can be effected by rotating housing 
12. Whilst in the embodiment according to 
95 Fig. 1 the lights 9 are set into the pad 6, the 
two lights according in Fig. 3 form the end 
portions of pad 6. The effectively cylindrical 
housing 14 is cut obliquely at its ends in or- 
der to provide a reflective effect for better 

100 illumination. Housing 14 can also be rotated in 
this case, in this embodiment, the direction of 
the light is obliquely to the side in the direc- 
tion of arrow 15, in the embodiment accord- 
ing to Fig. 4 it is at right angles to the longi- 

105 tudinal direction of pad 6. Figs. 3 and 4 illus- 
trate other directions for the light from lights 
9 which can be achieved by rotating housing 
14. 

In general a light 9 is provided at each end 
110 of pad 6 but it is also possible for such a 
light to be provided at only one end of the 
pad. 

CLAIMS 

115 1 . An internal rear view mirror for motor 
vehicles with a substantially dish-shaped hous- 
ing enclosing the mirror, characterised in that 
one or more lights are located on the bottom 
edge of the mirror housing. 

120 2. A mirror according to claim 1, charac- 
terised in that the lights are located at the end 
regions of the bottom edge or form these 
regions. 

3. A mirror according to claim 1, charac- 
1 25 terised in that the bottom edge of the mirror 

housing is of a rounded pad shape and the 
lights are located in the rounded pad of the 
mirror housing so formed. 

4. A mirror according to claim 3, charac- 
130 terised in that the light housings have an ex- 



ternal contour corresponding to the pad and 
the transition from them to the pad is sub- 
stantially and effectively smooth. 

5. A mirror according to claim 1, charac- 
5 terised in that the light housing is the operat- 
ing control for the light switch. 

6. A mirror according to claim 3, charac- 
terised in that the light housings at the two 

- ends merge smoothly into the pad and incor- 
10 porate a recess in which is located an incan- 
descent bulb. 

7. A mirror according to claim 3, charac- 
terised in that the light housing forms the end 
portion of the pad and is bevelled at the distal 

15 end. 

8. A mirror according to claim 3, charac- 
terised in that a light is provided in each end 
portion of the pad and control units and/or 
indicator units are located between the light 

20 units. 

9. A mirror according to claim 3, charac- 
terised in that the pad is at least substantially 
in front of the mirror surface. 

TO. A mirror according to claim 3, charac- 
25 terised in that the light housing is of substan- 
tially cylindrical shape and is preferably ridged 
on the outside. 

11. An internal rear view mirror, substan- 
tially as hereinbefore described with reference 
30 to the accompanying drawings. 
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